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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 7190 5.9 2.4 10 58.7 99.4
2 7193 11.7 4.3 20 58.3 99.4
3 6978 9.7 4.4 20 48.5 96.5

58.7 

58.3 

48.5 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1

2

3

Facility Factor % 

Q
ue

st
io

n 

GCSE Film Studies Paper 2 0155-02 

ebbswm
Line

ebbswm
Line

ebbswm
Line

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer all the questions in this answer book on one of the following films:

Amélie (Jeunet, France, 2001) Rabbit-Proof Fence (Noyce, Australia, 2002)
Bend It Like Beckham (Chadha, UK, 2002) Ratcatcher (Ramsay, UK, 1999)
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (Herman, UK, 2008) Tsotsi (Hood, South Africa, 2005)
The Devil’s Backbone (Del Toro, Mexico, 2001) The Wave (Dennis Gansel, Germany, 2008)
Persepolis (Satrapi/Parronaud, France, 2007) Yasmin (Glenaan, UK, 2004)

You have one hour to answer all three questions.

1. (a) Identify one theme or issue introduced in the opening of your chosen film. (1)

(b) Briefly explain why you think this theme or issue is important. (2)

(c) Explore how film language is used to highlight this theme or issue in the opening of your
chosen film. Consider one or two of the following:

• camerawork
• sound
• editing
• colour. (7) [10]
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Sticky Note
A good explanation of why this theme/issue is important, linking to the characters and the narrative as a whole. The candidate starts to link more to gender than culture here. Candidates should be wary of straying into different themes/issues and should ensure that their answer relates clearly to the theme or issue identified in part a.

Sticky Note
One theme identified. There is no need for an explanation of the theme at this stage. One mark awarded. The candidate describes the opening here which is not needed.It is advisable that candidates read parts b and c in any multi-part question to ensure they can answer all parts.   The candidate has followed this practice and chosen a theme/issue where they can both describe its importance and analyse how it is communicated in the opening sequence. 



Sticky Note
The candidate makes several points here but tends to stray into mise-en-scene - not asked for in the question.   In addition, she does not focus on the opening sequence as directed. The answer tends to be descriptive and unfocused.   It is therefore a just adequate answer.  In order to achieve higher marks, the candidate could use more subject-specific language and should consider the messages conveyed by the micro elements studied.







Sticky Note
A good explanation of why the theme is important. Written communication is clear and accurate. The candidate links the answer to the protagonist and the narrative.

Sticky Note
One theme identified. There is no need for an explanation of the theme at this stage. One mark awarded. It is advisable that candidates read parts b and c of any multi-part question to ensure they can answer all parts.   Here the candidate has clearly followed this practice and chosen a theme/issue where they can both describe its importance and analyse how it is communicated in the opening sequence. 



Sticky Note
The candidate focuses on the opening sequence as directed and illustrates how the theme is highlighted.  However, the candidate tends to discuss mise-en-scene rather than the prompted areas of film language. The answer tends to describe the opening rather than analyse and explore how micro elements highlight the theme identified in part a. The result is a just adequate response.In order to achieve higher marks, the candidate should focus on one or two of the given areas as directed in the question and should describe specific and detailed examples of these, using subject-specific terminology where appropriate and looking at the themes/issues communicated.





Sticky Note
A good description of how film language is used to highlight this theme in the opening. The candidate has focused on the given sequence and has chosen two micro elements from the list provided - sound and editing. Although the candidate wastes some time by repeating the question at the start of the answer, they clearly focus on the two areas and link them to the theme identified. Editing uses subject specific terminology and overall the candidate suggests the meaning conveyed by the micro features.In order to be awarded full marks for this question, the candidate could include more detail and use more subject specific language, particularly in terms of sound.

Sticky Note
A good explanation of why the theme is important. Written communication is clear and accurate. The candidate links the answer to the film as a whole and considers the messages conveyed.

Sticky Note
One theme identified. There is no need for an explanation of the theme at this stage. One mark awarded. It is advisable that candidates read parts b and c of any multi-part question before answering.   The candidate has followed this practice and chosen a theme/issue where they can both describe its importance and analyse how it is communicated in the opening sequence. 
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Answer all the questions in this answer book on one of the following films:

Amélie (Jeunet, France, 2001) Rabbit-Proof Fence (Noyce, Australia, 2002)
Bend It Like Beckham (Chadha, UK, 2002) Ratcatcher (Ramsay, UK, 1999)
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (Herman, UK, 2008) Tsotsi (Hood, South Africa, 2005)
The Devil’s Backbone (Del Toro, Mexico, 2001) The Wave (Dennis Gansel, Germany, 2008)
Persepolis (Satrapi/Parronaud, France, 2007) Yasmin (Glenaan, UK, 2004)

2. (a) Name two characters who have an important relationship in your chosen film. (2)

(b) Briefly explain the importance of this relationship in the film. (3)

(c) Explore how costume and body language help us to understand this relationship in one
key sequence from your chosen film. (7)

 (d) What does this relationship suggest about the themes or issues of your chosen film?
(8) [20]
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Sticky Note
A good explanation of the importance of the relationship. The candidate identifies the importance of the relationship for both the protagonist and the narrative as a whole.To secure a solid three marks, it would be beneficial for the candidate to link her answer to the wider themes and issues raised in the film as a way of explaining the importance of the relationship.    

Sticky Note
Identifies two characters by name who have an important relationship.Similar to question 1, it is advisable for candidates to read parts b, c and d before naming their chosen characters to ensure that they choose characters they are able to write about in detail. The candidate in this example has not done this.



Sticky Note
The candidate has selected a key sequence but her answer is descriptive and often repetitive. The focus tends to be on Jess and her mother rather than the characters identified in part a of the question. The lack of detail and any specific example of costume and body language have resulted in a just adequate exploration of how costume and body language help us understand this relationship. 





Sticky Note
An adequate discussion of what the relationship suggests about the themes and issues of the film. Again the candidate appears to focus more on Jess and her mother rather than the characters identified in part a of the question (although some comparison to Jules' relationship with her mother is made). Some themes and issues are highlighted but the answer tends to be descriptive of the narrative rather than providing an in-depth discussion.The themes/issues suggested by the relationship need to be explored in more detail to improve this answer.









Sticky Note
A good explanation of the importance of the relationship. The candidate shows a good level of knowledge and understanding and compares and contrasts the characters and their representations.

Sticky Note
Identifies two characters who have an important relationship. Although only one character is identified by name, the father's name is not as significant in the film and therefore this has been accepted.Similar to question 1, it is advisable for candidates to read parts b, c and d before naming their chosen characters to ensure that they choose characters they are able to write about in detail. 



Sticky Note
A key sequence has been chosen and costume is discussed well and in detail linking to wider themes and issues.   However, there is no exploration of body language and the answer does not link to the relationship in part a of the question.   These are areas which could have been explored to improve the answer.   



Sticky Note
An adequate discussion of what this relationship suggests about a key theme. The candidate shows good knowledge and understanding of the two characters and the culture clash theme. To achieve higher marks, the candidate could focus more on these themes/issues or discuss other themes and issues the characters' relationship suggests.







Sticky Note
An adequate explanation of the importance of the relationship. The candidate identifies the importance of the relationship for both the protagonist and the narrative as a whole. He makes two clear points, linking to wider themes and issues, but lacks the detail needed for full marks.

Sticky Note
Identifies two characters by name who have an important relationship.Similar to question 1, it is advisable for candidates to read parts b, c and d before naming their chosen characters to ensure that they choose characters they are able to write about in detail. The candidate in this example has done this.



Sticky Note
A good discussion of what this relationship suggests about the themes and issues of the film. The candidate identifies and explores several key themes and issues, linking to both characters, and shows a good knowledge of the film. In order to achieve full marks the candidate could discuss themes/issues in more detail.

Sticky Note
A good exploration of how costume and body language help us understand this relationship in one key sequence. Written communication is clear and accurate.The candidate identifies specific aspects of costume and describes the connotations of these, showing how the relationship has changed Tsotsi. He contrasts and compares with earlier in the film to develop his point and clearly focuses on one given sequence. Body language is more generally referred to and, although points have clearly been made, they lack the detail needed to achieve higher marks.
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Answer all the questions in this answer book on one of the following films:

Amélie (Jeunet, France, 2001) Rabbit-Proof Fence (Noyce, Australia, 2002)
Bend It Like Beckham (Chadha, UK, 2002) Ratcatcher (Ramsay, UK, 1999)
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (Herman, UK, 2008) Tsotsi (Hood, South Africa, 2005)
The Devil’s Backbone (Del Toro, Mexico, 2001) The Wave (Dennis Gansel, Germany, 2008)
Persepolis (Satrapi/Parronaud, France, 2007) Yasmin (Glenaan, UK, 2004)

3. Write a detailed review of your chosen film for a film magazine. You may include some of the
following:

• background information on the film including the director
• film language that was particularly interesting
• characters and how they are represented
• important themes or issues
• your own views on the film.

[20]
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Sticky Note
A reasonable approach to the review, which refers to several of the suggested areas. The candidate shows a reasonable understanding of key themes and characters and demonstrates some background knowledge and personal response. The answer lacks the engagement and detail for higher bands.













Sticky Note
A good approach to the review that covers several of the suggested areas. The candidate demonstrates a good understanding of representation but could expand on other areas to include more detail. The answer lacks any exploration of key moments where important elements of film language are used although it does show good background knowledge.    Exploring key elements of film language would significantly improve this answer.   









Sticky Note
The candidate starts the answer with a little re-telling of the narrative, which is not necessary, but does show knowledge of the film and its production/background. Themes are listed and there is some personal response. Overall it is an uneven approach to the review which refers to the suggested areas but lacks the depth and detail needed for the higher bands.
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GCSE Film Studies 


Paper 2: Exploring Film Outside Hollywood (1 hour) 
 


Answer all the questions on one of the following films: 
 


Amélie (Jeunet, France, 2001) Rabbit-Proof Fence (Noyce, Australia, 2002) 
Bend It Like Beckham (Chadha, UK, 2002) Ratcatcher (Ramsay, UK, 1999) 
The Boy in Striped Pyjamas  
(Herman, UK/USA, 2008) 


Tsotsi (Hood, South Africa, 2005) 


The Devil’s Backbone (Del Toro, Mexico, 2001) Yasmin (Glenaan, UK, 2004) 
Persepolis (Satrapi & Parronaud, France, 2007) The Wave ( Gansel, Germany, 2008) 


 
You have one hour to answer all three questions. 


 
Q.1 (a) Identify one theme or issue introduced in the opening of your chosen film. (1) 
 
 (b) Briefly explain why you think this theme or issue is important. (2) 
 
 (c) Explore how film language used to highlight this theme or issue in the 


opening of your chosen film.   Consider one or two of the following: 
 


 camerawork 


 sound 


 editing 


 colour.(7)  [10] 
 


AO2 Explore, respond to and evaluate a range of films and topics, including 
their own pre-production and production work, topics using key film 
concepts and appropriate terminology. 


Marks 


(a) Identify one theme or issue introduced in the opening of your chosen film. (1) 
 
Identification of one relevant theme or issue. 
 


1 


(b) Briefly explain why you think this theme or issue is important.(2) 
 
Basic explanation of why this theme or issue is important.  Written communication 
sufficiently accurate to make meaning clear. 
 
Good explanation of why this theme or issue is important.   Written communication 
clear and generally accurate.  


 


1 
 


 


 
2 


(c) Explore how film language is used to highlight this theme or issue in the opening of 
your chosen film.   Consider one or two of the following: camerawork, sound, 
editing or colour. (7) 


 
 


 
 Basic description of how film language is used to highlight this theme or issue in the 


opening of your chosen film.  
1-2 


 Adequate description of how film language is used to highlight this theme or issue 
in the opening of your chosen film. 


3-4 


 Good description of how film language is used to highlight this theme or issue in the 
opening of your chosen film. 


5-6 


 An additional mark for very good, detailed explanation. +1 
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Q.2. (a) Name two characters from your chosen film who have an important 


relationship in your chosen film. (2) 
 
 (b) Briefly explain the importance of this relationship in the film. (3) 
 
 (c) Explore how costume and body language help us to understand this 


relationship in one key sequence from your chosen film. (7) 
 
 (d) What does this relationship suggest about the themes or issues of your 


chosen film. (8) 
    [20] 
 


AO2 Explore, respond to and evaluate a range of films and topics, 
including their own pre-production and production work, topics 
using key film concepts and appropriate terminology. 


Marks 


(a) Name two characters from your chosen film who have an important 
relationship in your chosen film. (2) 


 


 Identifies two characters who have an important relationship but some doubt 
whether the relationship is important. 
Identifies two characters who have an important relationship accurately.  


1 
 


2 
 


(b) Briefly explain the importance of this relationship in the film. (3)  


 Basic explanation of the importance of this relationship.  1 


 Adequate explanation of the importance of this relationship. 2 


 Good explanation of the importance of this relationship. 3 
 


(c) Explore how costume and body language help us to understand this 
relationship in one key sequence from your chosen film.  (7) 


 


 Basic exploration of how costume and body language help us to understand 
this relationship in one key sequence.  Written communication is basic. 


1-2 


 Adequate exploration of how costume and body language help us to 
understand this relationship in one key sequence.  Written communication 
generally accurate. 


3-4 


 Good exploration of how costume and body language help us to understand 
this relationship in one key sequence.  Written communication is clear and 
accurate. 


5-6 


 An additional mark for a very good, detailed exploration     +1 
 


(d) What does this relationship suggest about the themes or issues of your 
chosen film.(8) 
 


 


 Basic discussion of what this relationship suggests about the themes or 
issues of the chosen film. Written communication is basic. 


1-3 


 Adequate discussion of what this relationship suggests about the themes or 
issues of the chosen film.  Written communication clear and generally 
accurate. 


4-6 


 Good (7) or very good (8) discussion of what this relationship suggests about 
the themes or issues of the chosen film.  Written communication controlled, 
clear and accurate. 


7-8 
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Q.3. Write a detailed review of your chosen film for a film magazine. 
 You may include some of the following: 
 


 background information on the film including the director 


 film language that was particularly interesting 


 characters and how they are represented 


 important themes or issues 


 your own views of the film.     
    [20] 
 
The areas candidates choose to include in their review may vary. 
The following grid indicates levels of performance. 
Further clarification will be given at the examiners’ standardisation conference 
 


 
AO1 


 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how films communicate 
meanings, evoke personal responses and engage audiences. 
 


Marks 


 A limited approach to the review which is likely to include little if any reference 
to suggested areas. Approach categorised by a cursory reference to the 
chosen film and/or suggested areas. 
 


1-3 


 A basic approach to the review which is likely to include minimal reference to 
suggested areas.  A basic response to the chosen film is evident. 
 


4-6 


 An uneven approach to the review which may include some reference to 
suggested areas. An uneven response to the chosen film is evident. 
 


7-9 


 A reasonable approach to the review which is likely to include reference to 
several of the suggested areas.  A reasonable response to the chosen film is 
evident. 
  


10-12 


 A good approach to the review which may cover several of the suggested 
areas. A good response to the chosen film is evident. 
 


13-16 


  An excellent approach to the review which may deal convincingly with several 
of the suggested areas. An excellent response to the chosen film is evident. 
 


17-20 
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